
Association Fee Discussion 
 
At last year’s conference, attendees completed a brief questionnaire.  The vast majority of 

attendees were interested in forming an Illinois Organic Grower Association (22 yes to 1 no).  

When asked to rank the potential functions of the organization, networking (knowledge 

exchange) and education (workshops, webinars, and field days) were the top ranked functions.  

Policy impact ranked third, while farmer directed research and serving as a resource 

clearinghouse ranked fourth.  When asked whether the organization should include both 

certified and non-certified organic producers, the overwhelming majority said yes (22 to 2).  

However, there was a lot of discussion about this topic.  Most felt that the organization should 

be inviting to people interested in organic methods of production.   

 

Talking with Diane Handley, Manager of ISGA, she said that we could continue to be a part of 

the annual conference, without becoming ISGA members, if we continued to have a quality 

program and we were able to support the expenses related to our program.   

 

 Looking at this year’s conference, our primary expenses are to support the speaker travel 

including lodging, mileage, per diem and in one case, air fare. The Illinois Specialty Growers 

Association covers the complimentary registration (value $60) and complimentary banquet 

ticket ($25) for all speakers. ISGA also provides the Organic Tract with $1,000 to support 

speaker expenses.  Once we have all of our speakers and topics submitted, the speakers from 

all tracks are put into one large spreadsheet and send to Diane.  She then sends speaker 

confirmation letters to all speakers outlining details and their reimbursements, a speaker 

information form that they fill out and return regarding lodging and AV, and a copy of the pre-

conference flyer.  This packet usually isn’t mailed until early November.  

 

This year, we have two grant sources that are providing support for speaker expenses - 2011 

Illinois Specialty Crop Grant (through the IDOA) ($5,850) and the North Central Region 

Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Professional Development Program ($2,200).  



So, as you can see there is considerable support by ISGA for this conference!  I have not even 

mentioned all of the work that they do to coordinate the registration, trade show, meals, etc. 

There are HUGE benefits for continuing to be a part of this conference (as a person that was 

involved with the previous organic conferences, I can attest to how much work it is and how 

expensive it is). 

 

The newly formed Illinois Organic Growers Association will have to decide if they want to 

continue to be a part of the ISGA conference in 2012 OR choose to go back to the format of 

holding a stand-alone organic conference.  

 

At this time, I would like to ask for volunteers to serve on the 2012 Conference Planning 

Committee.  A sign-up sheet will be available after the meeting adjourns, so if you are 

interested, please contact me.  If the Association decides to participate in the ISGA meeting, we 

will need to have a final program by September 1, so the plan is to hold the first meeting in 

early June (via conference call) to get ideas for sessions and speakers. If they decide to hold a 

stand-alone meeting, we will need to start meeting next week! 


